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the more cruelly when lie persuaded himself that the beauti-
ful mother who would never leave him alone because of his
affliction and his exalted position, was all the while much
happier in the company of the other children than in his
own.

It is a tragic matter when any son grows up harbouring a
secret grudge against his mother. When, later, circum-
stances arise which cause a sharp difference of opinion
between mother and son, the sleeping resentment of the
child may flame into an irruption of fierce and irrational
hatred. When the mother is of one nation and the son of
another; when the mother has for years tired and aggravated
the child with her beliefs that her own people are superior
to those of the father with whom he is on, more intimate terms
of affection; and when, to crown this, he forms the con-
clusion that his mother is trying to estrange him from his
father, then it is inevitable that his hatred shall go beyond
his mother to include her countrymen and the land from
which she sprang.

The years are approaching when the upbringing of Prince
William becomes the motif of the tapestry. To grasp the
significance of the detail it is essential to know the psychologi-
cal ground upon which mother and son were beginning to
approach one another.

VII

' Every kind of calumny was spread respecting the persons
supposed to be the Prince's friends. Spies were placed over
him in the shape of aides-de-camp and chamberlains ; con-
versations were distorted and imagined, till the Danzig
episode brought matters to a climax and very nearly led to
the transfer of the Prince to a fortress/

These are the words of the shadowy Morier about the
affairs surrounding the Crown Prince and Princess in the
early months of 1863. They had done nothing decisive to
incur any man's displeasure. Everything was whispers.
But Count Bismarck thought the matter sufficiently grave